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The ancient Silk Road was a network of routes used to link commerce and trade between the East and the West. 
The Silk Road predates modern history. It is thought to have been established around the 2nd century (BC), with 
the Silk Road routes used until the 14th century (AD). Along with trade, the vast network paved by the Silk Road 
brought about the transmission of knowledge, ideas and cultures.  

For thousands of years, the Silk Road Spirit – ‘peace and cooperation, openness and inclusiveness, mutual 
learning and mutual benefit’ – promoted the progress of civilisation and contributed greatly to the prosperity 
and development of countries along the Silk Road. 

When Chinese President Xi Jinping visited Central Asia and Southeast Asia in September and October of 2013 , 
he outlined a bold vision for regional development, founded on the principles of the Silk Road trade model. In 
his speech, he raised the concept of jointly building a modern Silk Road Economic Belt and 21st Century Mari-
time Silk Road.  

Three years on, this vision has transitioned from a concept and is now recognised as one of China’s most important economic develop-
ment strategies. The Belt and Road Initiative, as it is now referred to, presents a collaborative and inclusive framework for strengthening 
and improving the efficiency of trade and investment (on both land and sea) between countries spanning Asia, the Middle East, Africa 
and Europe. 

1.1 What is the Belt and Road Initiative?
The ancient Silk Road was a network of routes used to link commerce and trade between the East and the West. 
The Silk Road predates modern history. It is thought to have been established around the 2nd century (BC), with 
the Silk Road routes used until the 14th century (AD). Along with trade, the vast network paved by the Silk Road 
brought about the transmission of knowledge, ideas and cultures (United Nations Educational Scientific and Cul-
tural Organization, 2016).  

Throughout this period, the Silk Road Spirit – ‘peace and cooperation, openness and inclusiveness, mutual learn-
ing and mutual benefit’ – promoted the progress of civilisation and contributed greatly to the prosperity and 
development of countries along the Silk Road (NDRC, 2015). 

When Chinese President Xi Jinping visited Central Asia and Southeast Asia in September and October of 2013 , he 
outlined a bold vision for regional development, founded on the principles of the Silk Road trade model. In his 
speech, he raised the concept of jointly building a modern Silk Road Economic Belt and 21st Century Maritime Silk 
Road (NDRC, 2015).  

Three years on, this vision has transitioned from a concept and is now recognised as China’s most important eco-
nomic development strategy. The Belt and Road Initiative (or One Belt One Road), as it is now referred to, presents 
a collaborative and inclusive framework for strengthening and improving the efficiency of trade and investment 
(on both land and sea) between countries spanning Asia, the Middle East, Africa and Europe. 



Figure 1: Belt and Road Initiative Five Connections



Figure 2: Belt and Road Initiative Six Economic Corridors



Figure 3: The New Eurasian Land Bridge 

Figure 4: The China-Mongolia-Russia Economic Corridor

Figure 5: The China-Central Asia-West Asia Economic
Corridor



Figure 6: The China-Indochina Peninsula Economic 
Corridor

Figure 7: The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor

Figure 8: The Bangladesh-China-India-Myanmar 
Economic Corridor









Figure 9: The Five Belt and Road Domestic Regions
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Figure 17: Relevant Chinese Provinces (Agriculture)
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Figure 21: Relevant Chinese Provinces (E-Commerce)
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